Cell phone manufacturers expand cell phone markets: From teens and tweens to tots
Based on two articles in the International Herald Tribune

Growing concern about children’s overuse of cell phones and their safety is prompting Japanese officials to consider an initiative to govern cell phones for children. Limiting children’s access to them is not an option as many Japanese children commute long distances by train or bus to schools and cram-schools. Parents find cell phones an essential tool for keeping in touch with their children (AP 2008).  However, parents are finding it more and more difficult to monitor their children’s cell phone use, which today provides high speed internet access. Cell phones have become an expensive toy (approx. $40. U.S. dollars a month) that children are using more and more to text and email their friends instead of studying. “One fad is the ‘30 minute rule,’ in which a child who doesn’t respond to email within half an hour gets targeted and picked on my other schoolmates” (AP, 2008). One third of all sixth graders have cell phones in Japan, which has a relatively low crime rate, but concerns are rising about child safety in relation to increased cell phone use (AP 2008).

Similarly in Europe concern over cell phone use and safety is prompting concern. The MO1 a ‘beginner’ cell phone designed specifically for children as young a five promises ‘peace of mind’ to parents and one touch access to grandparents (Carvajal 2008). However, concern about addiction to cell phone use is rising. Just like tobacco products, child advocates claim, the young are prey to companies seeking to deepen access in saturated markets. Concerns range from fear of tumors from prolonged use to huge phone bills from excessive texting. One parent reported that his daughter spends little time talking on the phone, but sends over 7,000 text messages a month. Who is responsible for how children use cell phones? Ultimately, phone companies say, it’s up to the parents to decide if their child should have a cell phone and how the child uses it (Carvajal 2008).
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